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Blood Beneath the Sun

A D&D Living Greyhawk 3 round Onnwal Mini-Module Adventure

Version 1

By Stuart Kerrigan

The fields of Longbridge burn, its people the victims of raiders from the Lordship of the Isles. Can Onnwalon patriots drive them back into the sea from whence they came?

A Unique Onnwal regional mini-module for APL 2-8 specially for Summer Weekend In Onnwal.

A 3 round series of Onnwal regional mini-modules.

DUNGEONS AND DRAGONS, D&D, GREYHAWK and RPGA are registered trademarks of Wizards of the Coast, Inc. LIVING GREYHAWK is a trademark of Wizards of the Coast, Inc. Scenario detail copyright 2002 Paul Looby and Stuart Kerrigan. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. This scenario is intended for tournament use only and may not be reproduced without approval of the RPGA Network.. In other words – ask before you use this!!!

This is an RPGA( Network scenario for the Dungeons & Dragons( game.  A two‑hour time block has been allocated for each round of this scenario, but actual playing time will be closer to three hours. The rest of the time is spent in preparation before game play, and scoring after the game. The following guidelines are here to help you with both the preparation and voting segment of the game.  Read this page carefully so that you know and can communicate to your players the special aspects of playing an RPGA scenario.

Preparation

First you should print this scenario. This scenario was created to support double-sided printing, but printing it single sided will work as well.  There is enough room along the inside margin to bind the adventure, if you desire.

Read this entire adventure at least once before you run your game. Be sure to familiarize yourself with any special rules, spells, or equipment presented in the adventure.  It may help to highlight particularly important passages.

When you run an RPGA D&D adventure we assume that you have access to the following books: the Player’s Handbook, the Dungeon Master’s Guide, and the Monster Manual.  We also assume that you have a set of dice (at least one d4, d6, d8, d10, d12, and d20), some scrap paper, a pencil, an RPGA scoring packing, and your sense of fun.  It is also a good idea to have a way to track movement during combat.  This can be as simple as a pad of graph paper and a pencil, as handy as a vinyl grid map, or as elaborate as resin dungeon walls and miniatures.

Instruct the players either to prepare their characters now, or wait until you read the introduction, depending on the requirements of the scenario as described in the introduction.

Keep in mind that you must have at least three players (not counting the DM), for a game session to be a sanctioned RPGA event. As well, you cannot have more than six players participating in the game.

Once you are ready to play, it is handy to instruct each player to place a name tag in front of him or her. The tag should have the player's name at the bottom, and the character's name, race, and gender at the top. This makes it easier for the players (and the DM) to keep track of who is playing which character.

The players are free to use the game rules to learn about equipment and weapons their characters are carrying.  That said, you as the DM can bar the use of even core rule books during certain times of play. For example, the players are not free to consult the Dungeon Master’s Guide when confronted with a trap or hazard, or the Monster Manual when confronted with a monster.

Some of the text in this scenario is written so that you may present it as written to the players, while other text is for your eyes only. Text for the players will be in bold italics. It is strongly recommended that you paraphrase the player text, instead of reading it aloud, as some of the text is general and must be adapted to the specific situation or to actions of the player characters. 

Scoring

After the players have completed the scenario or the time allotted to run the scenario has run out, the players and the DM score the game.  The RPGA has three ways to score its games. Consult your convention coordinator to determine which method to use for this scenario.

1. No vote scoring:  The players write their names and RPGA numbers on the scoring packet grid. You fill in the top of the grid. That is all. No one is rated. This method is used for people who are just playing for fun.

2. Partial scoring: The players rate the game master and the scenario on their player voting sheets, and provide personal information, but don’t vote for other players.  The game master rates the scenario and completes personal and event information, but does not rate the players as a team or vote for players.  This method is used when there is no competition, but the event coordinator wants information on how the game masters are performing, or the game master wants feedback on his or her own performance.

3. Voting: Players and game masters complete the entire packet, including voting for best player.  If this method is used, be sure to allow about 15-20 minutes for the players to briefly describe their characters to the other players, and about 5-10 minutes for voting. This method is used when the players want to know who played the “best” amongst the group, or when the adventure is run in tournament format with winners and prizes.

When using voting, rank the players in order of your voting choice while they are completing their forms so that you are not influenced by their comments on your abilities.  It is a good idea to have the players vote while you are determining treasure and experience awards for the scenario.

After voting, give the Scoring Packet to your event coordinator.

 This is a LIVING GREYHAWK Adventure. As a Living( adventure, it is expected that players will bring their own characters with them.  If players do not have a LIVING GREYHAWK character generated, get a copy of the current LIVING GREYHAWK character generation guidelines, a character sheet, and a LIVING GREYHAWK log sheet from the convention coordinator or the RPGA Web site, and then have any players without a character create one.  Once all players have a LIVING GREYHAWK character, play can begin.

Along with the other materials that you are assumed to have in order to run a D&D game, it is also recommended that you have a copy of the LIVING GREYHAWK Gazetteer.

A Note about Timings

As this mini-module is one in a series of three mini-modules 

Living Greyhawk Levels of Play
Because players bring their own characters to LIVING GREYHAWK games, this adventure’s challenges are proportioned to the average character level of the PCs participating in the adventure. To determine the Average Party Level (APL):

1. Determine the character level for each of the PCs participating in the adventure.

2. If PCs bring animals that have been trained for combat (most likely being war horses, dogs trained for war), other than those brought by virtue of a class ability (i.e. animal companions, familiars paladin’s mounts, etc) use the following chart to determine the number of levels you add to the sum above. Add each character’s animals separately. A single PC may only bring four or fewer animals of this type, and animals with different CRs are added separately.

CR
1
2
3
4


1/4 & 1/6
0
0
0
1


1/3 & 1/2
0
0
1
1


1
1
1
2
3


2
2
3
4
5


3
3
4
5
6


4
4
5
6
7

3. Sum the results of 1 and 2, and divide by the number of characters playing in the adventure – round up.

4. If you are running a table of six PCs, add one to that average.

By following these four steps, you will have determined the APL. Throughout this adventure, APLs categorize the level of challenge the PCs will face. APLs are given in even-numbered increments. If the APL of your group falls on an odd number, ask them before the adventure begins whether they would like to play a harder or easier adventure. Based on their choice, use either the higher or the lower adjacent APL.

APL also affects the amount of experience you may gain at the end of the adventure. If your character is three character levels or more either higher or lower than the APL this adventure is being played at, that character will receive only half of the experience points awarded for the adventure. This simulates the face that either your character was not as challenged as normal, or relied on help by higher-level characters to reach the objectives.

Note: LIVING GREYHAWK adventures are designed for APL 2 and higher. Three or four, or sometimes even five 1st-level characters may find difficulty with the challenges in a LIVING GREYHAWK adventure. If your group is APL 1 there are three things that you can do to help even the score.

1. Attempt to create a table of six 1st-level characters, or try to enlist higher-level characters to play at that table.

2. Advise characters to buy riding dogs to help protect them, and fight for them. All riding dogs are considered trained to attack. PCs who want their dogs to attack must succeed at a Handle Animal or Charisma check (DC 10). Failure indicates that the animal will not attack that round. This is a free action (spoken command) that may be attempted each round. If an animal loses half or more hp in a single round it flees, unless another check is successful.

Is it a Full Moon?

The events that transpire during Blood Beneath the Sun do not occur during the period of a full moon and thus player characters infected with lycanthrope will not undergo involuntary shape changes due to the influence of Luna or Celene.

Time Units and Upkeep

This is a series of three mini-module adventure. All characters pay three Time Units to participate in the adventure. Upkeep for this series of adventures are therefore tripled: Adventurer’s Standard Upkeep costs 36 gp, Rich Upkeep costs 150 gp, and Luxury Upkeep costs 300 gp. 

Campaign Consequences

This series of three mini-modules has campaign consequences. That is the outcome of these mini-modules will directly affect future events in the course of the campaign. It. is vital therefore, that at the end of each round you tally and report the table score back to the LIVING GREYHAWK desk. In this way the player characters at the table will directly affect the future course of the campaign.

At the end of each round answer all the questions in the campaign consequences section and return the sheet to the LIVING GREYHAWK desk.

What Happens in this Mini-module?

This mini-module gives the players to take part in a skirmish against raiders around the southern port town of Longbridge. The port is under attack from a small squadron of ships from the Lordship of the Isles - former allies of Onnwal now in thrall to the Scarlet Brotherhood. While two Lordship galleys test the towns defences, landing parties have been put ashore up the coast. The PCs will be dispatched in small units to seek out and destroy these raiders.

Player’s Introduction

When the players have made any additional preparations they deem necessary and are ready to start read the following:


A sizeable group of soldiers and free-swords are gathered in the wide cobbled square inside the Gatehouse. The hubbub of many voices fills the air and echoes from the whitewashed townhouses. A sudden hush falls over the crowd as a woman clad in the colours of Longbridge and a mail shirt, a broad bladed battleaxe strapped to her back, climbs a stair leading to one of the towers of the gatehouse. 


“Patriots of Onnwal” her voice echoes clear and strong around the square. “I am Arness Lyzanor, newly appointed Squire to Duke Gellen. His Grace thanks you for answering his call. Our foes threaten our shores once again. Raiding bands have landed to the east of the town. They are bent on pillage and slaughter and they must be stopped. His Grace has offered a bounty for the head of every raider returned to him this day, alive or dead. Remember the Farmers!”


“Remember the Farmers!” reply the throng with one voice. 


The gates are thrown open and the War Companies march beneath the shadow of the gate arch and out into the bright afternoon sun.


The bounty the PCs each receive for each head they return is 10 x the APL of the party.

Encounter One

The Duke’s Soldiers


The PCs encounter a group of 4 men, dressed in the azure colours of the Duke’s men. They are battered and bruised and blooded, clearly on their last legs, yet one of them is not seriously injured.


These men were one of the war parties the Duke sent out earlier to skirmish with the raiders – this one went with a difference however, because Ciryan Quillan, renowned bard and writer went with them to boost their morale. One Sarjent Valanth leads them.


Unfortunately the guardsmen were forced to withdraw and leave the errant bard behind. They met stiff opposition, but gave as good as they got, slaying a couple of the raiders though.
If any PC can offer healing to his men, Valanth refuses lest they need it themselves. He implores them to find Ciryan and rescue him. He was being taken by a group of hochebi and Valanth “feels responsible fer lettin’ the lad down”.
He has to escort his men (who are in terrible shape compared to him) to Longbridge.


Sarjent Valanth, humn male War 3: AL LN, AC 16, hp 13 (formerly 16).

Character: A stern fellow, Valanth hails from High Headland but joined the service of Sir Cadwale during the conflicts of the late 570s. He is a loyal fellow, a batsman to a gentleman.

Appearance: Valanth has the look of a veteran, scarred face, graying hairs and a slight limp on the left leg. 


Encounter Two

Combat


A major part of this combat centers around the player characters ability to surprise their opponents and to gain the upper hand before their opponents can react. It is therefore suggested that the Dungeon Master review the rules pertaining to Spotting and Hiding [Dungeon Master’s Guide, page 60] and Listen [Player’s Handbook, page 71].


Amidst the sun of day and the rolling sand dunes of the Azure Coast, the PCs can eventually spot a group of hochebi making their way towards the PCs. With them is a chained Ciryan Quillan.


At APL 4 and higher that is not all the PCs face though – they carry in chains a large humanoid (or more than one depending on APL), the feared Red Trolls the Scarlet Brotherhood use to great effect.  A Wilderness Lore roll (DC 20) reminds the PCs that Red Trolls are said to be immune to fire but otherwise operate as an ordinary troll. That said – even a normal troll is a formidable opponent!


Make opposed Spot and Move Silently rolls for the PCs according to the DMG if they wish to remain undetected…

APL 2 – EL 4

Hobgoblins (6): hp 5 as per Monstrous Manual Page 119.

APL 4 – EL 6

Hobgoblins (6): hp 5 as per Monstrous Manual Page 119.

Lesser Red Troll (1): hp 32 as per Monstrous Manual Page 180 except Fire Immunity 20.

APL 6 – EL 8

Hobgoblins (6): hp 5 as per Monstrous Manual Page 119.

Red Troll (2): hp 64 as per Monstrous Manual Page 180 except Fire Immunity 20.
APL 8 – EL 9

Hobgoblins (6): hp 5 as per Monstrous Manual Page 119.

Red Troll (4): hp 64 as per Monstrous Manual Page 180 except Fire Immunity 20.
Tactics: As soon as the hochebi see the PCs they unleash the trolls, who are trained to attack the enemy. If the hochebi have no trolls, or once they are unleashed they attempt use missile weapons before closing.

Encounter Three

Ciryan Quillan


Once the trolls are dispatched there is the small matter of releasing the bard from his chains. PCs who rescue the bard may claim the Favour of Ciryan Quillan cert.

Ciryan Quillan, male human Brd 9: AL LN, AC 13, hp 3 (was 55).


A bard of some renknown within Free Onnwal, always eager to share record and verse and record the life and times of those in the Free State, Ciryan has been invited to Longbridge this summer by Duke Gellen, whose favour he won in the Red Tower of Sornhill.


Conclusion


Returning to Longbridge, the PCs can claim the bounty for the hochebi at the gatehouse of the Trade Gate, where Arness sits with a small wooden chest of gold. Her guards take the heads and sticking them on pikes, mount them over the gates. She is most impressed if the PCs killed any red trolls.


Arness insists the PCs report to Duke Gellen at once.

Experience Point Summary

If the characters successfully find and eliminate the enemy award them the relevant XP sum below. Award half the XP total below if the players fail to eliminate all the raiders or withdraw.

APL2:




120 XP

APL4:




240 XP

APL6:




360 XP

APL8:




480 XP

Discretionary Role-playing Award

APL2:




30 XP

APL4:




60 XP

APL6:




90 XP

APL8:




120 XP

Total possible experience


APL2:




150 XP

APL4:




300 XP

APL6:




450 XP

APL8:




600 XP


Treasure Summary

During an adventure, characters encounter treasure, usually finding it in the possession of their foes. Every encounter that features treasure has a “treasure” section within the encounter description, giving information about the loot, coins and magic items that make up the encounter’s treasure.

The loot total is the number of gold pieces each character gains if the foes are plundered of all their earthly possessions. Looting the bodies takes at least 10 minutes per every 5 bodies, and if the characters cannot take the time to loot the bodies, they do not gain this gold. If you feel it is reasonable that the characters can go back to loot the bodies, and those bodies are there (that is not carted off by dungeon scavengers, removed from the scene by the local watch, and so on), characters may return to retrieve the loot. If characters do not loot the body, the gold piece value for the loot is subtracted from the encounter totals given below. 

The coin total is the number of gold pieces each character gains if they take the coin available. A normal adventuring party can usually gather this wealth in a round or so. If for some reason they pass up this treasure, the coin total is subtracted from the encounter totals given below. 

Next, the magic items are listed. Magic item treasure is the hardest to adjudicate, because they are varied and because characters may want to use them during the adventure. Many times characters must cast identify, analyse dweomer, or similar spell to determine what the item does and how to activate it. Other times they may attempt to use the item blindly. If the magic item is consumable (a potion, scroll, magic bolts etc) and the item is used before the end of the adventure. Its total is subtracted from the adventure totals below. 

Once you have subtracted the value for unclaimed treasures from each encounter, add it up and that it’s the number of gold pieces a character’s total and coin values increase by at the end of the adventure. Write the total in the GP Gained field of the Adventure Certificate. 

Maximum Treasure Totals

The maximum amount of treasure that a player character is able to take from this module is linked to the APL at which the module is played. These totals are:

APL 2:





100gp

APL 4:





200gp

APL 6:





300gp

APL 8:





600gp

If Ciryan is rescued:-

Favour of Ciryan Quillan


Ciryan Quillan owes you a debt of honour, and surely the aid of such a prolific bard shall surely be useful in the future…
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