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This is the supply train mission.  Estimated running time 1.5 hours.

Adventure Background

This is a min-adventure attached to the interactive called A Nation Mocked Part2: The Silence of the Damned.

Adventure Summary 

With the destruction of 1st Armie the PCs find themselves still near the front at Forgardt.  Here the remnants are organised by a Charismatic officer of the shattered 5th Auszug Herzog Roodenhuis.  Herzog has decided that in the face of total disaster to take the fight to the enemy.  Learning that much of the enemy remain scattered after the rout at the Bridge of Nestor plundering and hunting down stragglers he divides the PCs into small hunting groups.  These Jaegers groups will be the group the PC remain in for the entire interactive and will be APL specific.  Each Jaeger unit is assigned a specific mission with a broad objective to wreck havoc against the scatter enemy along the way.  Each mission has a secondary objective of information gathering.  Each mission if the PCs are successful will reveal 1 part of the enemies planned assault against St-Cuthbert’s (Part 3 of the interactive).  At the conclusion the PCs will get to do a critical events summary at the command table of the interactive when they report in.

Introduction

The 1st Armie has been shattered and scattered by the overwhelming might of the forces of Iuz.  You and you companions have witnessed the rout of the bold Perrender companies at the Bridge of Nestor from the demon Vrock that where unleashed upon them.  Vicious companies of white-eye bugbears quickly finishing off any opposition to the advance of the main Iuzian army.  

The cold crisp morning of the day after finds you with a smattering of survivors at Forgardt where your ill-fated adventure started.  Several hundred troops from mixed formations have been gathered under the leadership of one of the few officers of the 5th to have survived the destruction of that Auszug, Herzog Roodenhuis.  Yet the battle standard of the 5th flies proud and defiant from the keep of the small fort and troops well used to discipline have responded promptly to his commands to prepare for the withdrawal back to St Cuthberts 2-3 days back up the Kershane pass.

As the troops begin to assemble and the wagons of supplies and wounded are being hitched Herzog gathers together the remaining fighting strength of the 1st Armie in the small courtyard of the Keep.  As you look around you can see that this is not many.

“Comrades it seems that we are the lucky few who have survived the disaster at the bridge of Nestor.  Yet for us the real test is about to begin.  Some of you no doubt are wondering what will become of hearth and home, kith and kin if this evil spreads across the pass behind us into the Quaglands.  This is also at play in my mind.  

We have been taken by surprise and given a rood awakening.  The enemy has been planning this for some time that much is obvious.  Now we lucky few must secure a chance for our nation to make a fight of this war.  As such the nation calls on you once more to place your lives as risk.  It is for a few small victories that we reach for this day, little victories that I hope once combined will level the playing field.

The enemy has made only a single mistake that I can see, he has let his forces scatter to pillage and plunder.  Scouts report small bands of goblinoids and Vrock attacking the stadts and small villages within the valley.  It seems that for now they have forgotten their advance but this will not last so we must exploit the time the gods have given us.

As a fighting force we are pitiful when compared to the combined might of our enemy.  Yet we will not fight a stand-up sort of fight, it is not the time and we are too few.  Instead we are going to knuckle down and fight dirty, hit and run, quick and merciless.  

So my friends as the bulk of the wounded and supplies makes its ponderous way up the valley we are going to strike a blow for Perrenland.  In small groups we are going to scatter and for the next few days hunt the enemy wherever we can find him and create as much havoc as we can.  

This will be a fighting withdrawal we make, so after you have hit make sure you head back up the pass.  We need to draw the attention of the enemy towards the high pass of St Cuthberts, our final destination.  This will buy time for the folk of the settlements in the valleys around us to evacuate.  At St Cuthberts we can make a stand against a much greater army, even one with demons will break if we hold fast to our purpose.

Encounter One: Jaegers

DMs note: At this stage hand out the Jaeger unit Ids to the players.  The PCs will remain in these units for the entirety of the interactive

Your Jaeger has been assigned the following objectives

1) You are to covertly ship out 4 crates of very valuable bless weapon vials (200 in all) back to the monastery.  They will be vital for the defence.

2) Wreck as much havoc amongst the enemy as possible, before withdrawing towards St Cuthberts.

3) Discover what you can of enemy dispositions, formations and possible plans on the path ahead.

Supplies of food and equipment can be requisitioned form the quartermaster.

DMs note: Players are free to choose any standard equipment, weapons or armor they like from the PHB to the value of 100gp per APL of the table, although sadly no mounts are available.  Each person can also get 5 days of trail rations at no charge.  

In addition, at each APL the following special equipment has been made available to the PCs at no charge:

Treasure:

APL 6: loot - 75gp, magic - 1 x Oil of bless weapon per PC (50gp), 1 x Potion of cure moderate wounds per PC (150gp).

APL 8: loot - 75gp, magic - 1 x Oil of bless weapon per PC (50gp), 1 x Potion of cure serious wounds per PC (375).

APL 10: loot - 75gp, magic - 1 x Oil of bless weapon per PC (50gp), 1 x potion of cure serious wounds per PC (375gp), 1 x potion of non-detection per PC (375gp).

Encounter Two: Setting out

The clear and crisp weather of the morning almost seems to be mocking you as you set out on your scouting mission.  For the better part of the day you make your way towards <insert location> at times in the distance you see large groups of the enemy more than a hundred strong camped upon a strategic location and avoiding these troops takes you much out of your way.  With night descending you quickly realize that you are going to have to find a suitable location to hold up for the night least fatigue gets it grip upon you.

Development:  Get the PC to make survival rolls to find a good camping spot, this will play a deciding factor in how close the enemy scout get before it is detected.  Allow the PCs to determine watches, cast spells, set traps etc.  These factors could play an important roll in determining if the PCs get surprised or not.

<DC10, the PCs cannot find a good spot to camp, they are surprised by the approach of the enemy scout. The spot or listen DC to detect them and avoid being surprised is DC20.

>DC10, the PCs find a good place to camp, they are forewarned about the approach of the enemy scout. The spot or listen DC to detect them and avoid being surprised is DC20.

DMs note:

A lone enemy scout has located the PCs.  This creature has decided to try and sneak upon the PCs and attack them.

APL 6 (EL7)

Succubus (1): hp33; see Monster Manual page 48.

APL8 (EL9)

Vrock (1): hp115; see Monster Manual page 48.

APL10 (EL11)

Bebilith (1): hp 150; see Monster Manual page 42.

Encounter Three: Findings

The nightmare of the previous evening could almost have been no more than that, as the dawns brings light and a clear sky.   It’s still colder than you’d like – even for hardened Perrender mountain folk.  As you prepare breakfast a lone soldier stumbles into your camp.   “Ah, thank the Kerk I’ve found you.   You need to get back to Forgardt – Herzog has a job for you”.

The soldier’s name is Arman Bordenflind, and he is a member of clan Rosrijder.    He doesn’t know any more than what he’s told the PC’s and he doesn’t show up as lying, being under a compulsion, or anything else.  He is what he appears to be.

Assuming the PCs go back to Forgardt (they can do it in half a day if they push), Herzog does indeed have a job for them.

“Friends, I have some sad news.   The squad I had sent to St Cuthberts with the blessed oil was ambushed.    They were cut down and left to die in the forest, but the attackers either didn’t know or didn’t care what was in the crates the soldiers had with them.   We have recovered the crates and they are needed at St Cuthbert’s now even more sorely than before.   You are to take them there at your best speed, and stay out of sight.   No scouting, spying, sidetrips, or anything else.   These crates MUST get through.    You can leave now, and use the darkness as your friend.”

Herzog will answer any questions you think are reasonable, but in the end he is the senior Auszug rep here, and even non-Auszugen should respect his authority.    The crates are not large, but each holds 100 vials, and each vial is an Oil of Bless Weapon.   Herzog was not understating their importance to the monastery – they are vital.   When the players are ready, continue:

You set off with your precious cargo, the journey to St Cuthbert’s is only three days ride, five days walk.    If you travel at night and hide in the day, you should be hard for the enemy to find.

Depending on what the PCs are doing to avoid detection, and what time of day they are travelling, read or paraphrase the next bit.   Remember, the enemy has all kinds of divine power available to locate even the most inventive party.

The first part of the journey went well, another few days of this and you’ll be at St Cuthbert’s, where a hot meal and a cold ale no doubt await.    Or, is that the other way around?   The adventuring life can be confusing sometimes.   As you ponder that thought, you can’t help but notice a set of rather large footprints in the mud.   

A Survival check (DC 9) will identify the prints as Hill Giant, but it will take a DC of 20 to identify how many (4).    As the PCs are looking at the tracks, or if they decide to ignore them and keep moving, continue:

Suddenly, there is a yell from the sparse trees to your left as a bugbear charges at you, his longsword raised to strike!

Have everyone make Spot rolls vs the other two bugbears Hide checks.  The bugbears get +4 circumstance modifiers due to the distraction of their noisy colleague and the fact they are on the other side of the path.   If anyone specifically states they are looking the other way, have them make a Concentration check (DC 10) to not be distracted by the decoy, and if they succeed the bugbears don’t get the +4 against that PC.

This is the surprise round.  The decoy bugbear will do his charge (he starts 30 ft from the chosen party member – someone in front).  The other two bugbears will partial charge from the other side of the trail at a single member in the rear of the party if they can do so, or against separate targets if ganging up isn’t possible, or if the first one to act drops his foe.

Creatures:

APL 6 (EL5)

White-Eye Bugbear (3): Medium humanoid (goblinoid); hp 22, 22, 22 (see Appendix one).

APL 8 (EL6)

White-Eye Bugbear (4): Medium humanoid (goblinoid); hp 22, 22, 22, 22 (see Appendix one).

APL 10 (EL7)

White-Eye Bugbear (advanced) (4): Medium humanoid (goblinoid), Ftr 1; hp 29, 29, 29, 29;  (see Appendix one).

Treasure:

APL 6: loot - 21gp, magic – Chime of Opening (250gp)

APL 8: loot - 21gp, magic – Chime of Opening (250gp)

APL 10: loot - 21gp, magic - Chime of Opening (250gp)

Development:    If the PCs think about the mithril tube (which is how it should be described to them), they may wonder why the White-Eyes would want such a device.   Good.   The White-Eye group were supposed to use it to gain access to the lower levels of the monastery from the outside.   How fortunate this group were stopped, but could there be other groups on a similar mission?

Conclusion: Reporting

For the next few days you continue back up the Kershane pass.  The enemy although not coming into contact with you again you know is not far behind.  As you climb higher into the pass you begin to encounter other parties and groups of fleeing refugees.  The snow capped mountains begin to send a chill breeze down the valley and staying warm and fed becomes as much a priority as keeping a lookout. Eventually, weary from your trek you crest a rise and below you the broad lake of Granol with the island fortress of St Cuthberts in its middle spreads its majesty.  The roar of the three falls that feed and empty the lake almost take your breath away.  In the distance you can see the flag of Perrenland flying over the bridge gates that lead into the fortress.  The flag of the Roodbergs also stands prominent upon their keep in the heart of the fortress.

Eventually you find yourself before an officer of the watch, his breastplate boldly displaying his membership of the Grafgardt of the Roodbergs.

Development:  Move the PCs over to the gate commanders’ table at this stage so that they can report in.  DMs proceed to the CES table and make report to the CES judge.

The End

Experience Point Summary

To award experience for this adventure, add up the values for the objectives accomplished. Then assign the experience award.  Award the total value (objectives plus roleplaying) to each character.

Encounter Two

APL6 210 xp; APL8 270 xp; APL10 330 xp.

Encounter Three

APL6 150 xp; APL8 180 xp; APL10 210 xp.

Total possible experience: 


APL6  360 xp;  APL8 550 xp; APL10 540 xp.

Treasure Summary

During an adventure, characters encounter treasure, usually finding it in the possession of their foes.  Every encounter that features treasure has a “treasure” section within the encounter description, giving information about the loot, coins, and magic items that make up the encounter’s treasure.


The loot total is the number of gold pieces each character gains if the foes are plundered of all their earthly possessions.  Looting the bodies takes at least 10 minutes per every 5 enemies, and if the characters cannot take the time to loot the bodies, they do not gain this gold.  If you feel it is reasonable that characters can go back to loot the bodies, and those bodies are there (i.e., not carted off by dungeon scavengers, removed from the scene by the local watch, and so on), characters may return to retrieve loot.  If the characters do not loot the body, the gold piece value for the loot is subtracted from the encounter totals given below.


The coin total is the number of gold pieces each character gains if they take the coin available.  A normal adventuring party can usually gather this wealth in a round or so.  If for some reason, they pass up this treasure, the coin total is subtracted from the encounter totals given below.


Next, the magic items are listed.  Magic item treasure is the hardest to adjudicate, because they are varied and because characters may want to use them during the adventure.  Many times characters must cast identify, analyze dweomer or similar spell to determine what the item does and how to activate it.  Other times they may attempt to use the item blindly.  If the magic item is consumable (a potion, scroll, magic bolts, etc.) and the item is used before the end of the adventure, its total is subtracted from the adventure totals below.


Once you have subtracted the value for unclaimed treasure from each encounter add it up and that is the number of gold pieces a characters total and coin value increase at the end of the adventure.  Write the total in the GP Gained field of the adventure certificate.  Because this is a Regional scenario, characters may spend additional Time Units to practice professions or create items immediately after the adventure so this total may be modified by other circumstances.


L = Looted gear from enemy; C = Coin, Gems, Jewelry, and other valuables; M = Magic Items.

Encounter One:  Introduction


APL 6: L: 75 gp; C: 0 gp; M: 250 gp

APL 8: L: 75 gp; C: 0 gp; M: 425 gp

APL 10: L: 75 gp; C: 0 gp; M: 800 gp

Encounter Three:  


APL 6: L: 21 gp; C: 0 gp; M: 250 gp

APL 8: L: 21 gp; C: 0 gp; M: 250 gp
APL 10: L: 21 gp; C: 0 gp; M: 250 gp

Total Possible Treasure

APL 6: L: 96 gp; C: 0 gp; M: 500 gp  - Total: 596 gp

APL 8: L: 96 gp; C: 0 gp; M: 675 gp  - Total: 771 gp

APL 10: L: 96 gp; C: 0 gp; M: 1050 gp - Total: 1146 gp

Items for the Adventure Record

Chime of Opening, Oil of bless weapon, Potion of cure moderate wounds, Potion of cure serious wounds, potion of non-detection 

Item Access

APL 6: 

Chime of Opening (Adventure), Oil of bless weapon (Adventure, Caster Level 2).

Potion of cure moderate wounds (Adventure, Caster Level 3).

APL 8:

Oil of bless weapon (Adventure, Caster Level 2).

Potion of cure moderate wounds (Adventure, Caster Level 3).
Potion of cure serious wounds (Adventure, Caster Level 5).
APL 12: (All of APLs 8 plus the following)
Potion of non-detection (Adventure, Caster Level 5).

Appendix One

APL 6 (EL5)

White-Eye Bugbear (3): Medium humanoid (goblinoid); CR 2; HD 3d8+6, hp 22; Init +1; Spd 20 ft; AC 21 (touch 11, flat-footed 20), (+1 Dex, +5 Breastplate, +3 natural, +2 large wooden shield); BA/G +2/+4, Atk +5 melee (1d8+3, longspear) or +5 melee (1d8+3 19-20x2, longsword), or +3 missile (1d6, javelin); Full Atk +5 melee (1d8+3, longspear) or +5 melee (1d8+3 19-20x2, longsword), or +3 missile (1d6, javelin; SQ Darkvision 60ft, scent; AL CE, SV Fort +5, Ref +4, Will +1; Str 16, Dex 12, Con 14, Int 10, Wis 10, Cha 9. 

Skills and Feats: Climb+0, Hide +0, Listen +4, Move Silently +0, Spot +4; Power Attack, Toughness.

Possessions: Breastplate, longspear, longsword, 3 javelins, large wooden shield (spiked), backpack, 3 days trail rations, waterskin, flint and steel.

APL 8 (EL6)

White-Eye Bugbear (4): Medium humanoid (goblinoid); CR 2; HD 3d8+6, hp 22; Init +1; Spd 20 ft; AC 21 (touch 11, flat-footed 20), (+1 Dex, +5 Breastplate, +3 natural, +2 large wooden shield); BA/G +2/+4, Atk +5 melee (1d8+3, longspear) or +5 melee (1d8+3 19-20x2, longsword), or +3 missile (1d6, javelin); Full Atk +5 melee (1d8+3, longspear) or +5 melee (1d8+3 19-20x2, longsword), or +3 missile (1d6, javelin; SQ Darkvision 60ft, scent; AL CE, SV Fort +5, Ref +4, Will +1; Str 16, Dex 12, Con 14, Int 10, Wis 10, Cha 9. 

Skills and Feats: Climb+0, Hide +0, Listen +4, Move Silently +0, Spot +4; Power Attack, Toughness.

Possessions: Breastplate, longspear, longsword, 3 javelins, large wooden shield (spiked), backpack, 3 days trail rations, waterskin, flint and steel.

APL 10 (EL7)

White-Eye Bugbear (advanced) (4): Medium humanoid (goblinoid), Fgt 1; CR 3; HD 3d8+6 (bugbear) + 1d10+2 (fighter), hp 29; Init +1; Spd 20 ft; AC 21 (touch 11, flat-footed 20), (+1 Dex, +5 Breastplate, +3 natural, +2 large wooden shield); BA/G +3/+5, Atk +6 melee (1d8+3, longspear) or +6 melee (1d8+3 19-20x2, longsword), or +4 missile (1d6, javelin); Full Atk +6 melee (1d8+3, longspear) or +6 melee (1d8+3 19-20x2, longsword), or +4 missile (1d6, javelin; SQ Darkvision 60ft, scent; AL CE, SV Fort +7, Ref +4, Will +1; Str 16, Dex 12, Con 14, Int 10, Wis 10, Cha 10. 

Skills and Feats: Climb+0, Hide +0, Intimidate +2, Listen +4, Move Silently +0, Spot +4; Cleave, Power Attack, Toughness.

Possessions: Breastplate, longspear, longsword, 3 javelins, large wooden shield (spiked), backpack, 3 days trail rations, waterskin, flint and steel.
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